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Council Receives $150,000 to Combat
Invasive Species in the Upper Peninsula

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow and the Honorable
Vernon Ehlers gathered recently in Grand Rapids
with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation,
ArcelorMittal (NYSE: MT), local officials and
federal agency partners - the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
U.S.D.A Forest Service, and National Oceanic and
Atmospheric  Administration - to announce 25
projects selected to receive a total of $7.6 million in
funding through the Sustain Our Great Lakes
program. The Upper Peninsula RC&D Council was
awarded a Community Grant for $150,000 to fund
work on their RRIP-IT-UP (Rapid Response Invasive
Plant Intervention Team of the Upper Peninsula)
Project.

Council Executive Assistant, Darcy Rutkowski (second from left), accepts
the grant award from Sen. Debbie Stabenow, Congressman Vernon Ehlers,
and Todd Hogrefe of the NFWF

Over the next 18 months the project will bring
together volunteers and professionals from many of
the organizations, and agencies that have expressed a
desire to collaborate to identify and control invasive
plants in the region.

Partners working with the UP RC&D Council in the
RRIP-1T-UP Project are The Nature Conservancy, the
U.S. Forest Service, Pictured Rocks National
Lakeshore, the Conservation Districts, Lake Superior
State University, the Michigan DNRE, MDOT, the
Michigan Natural Features Inventory, the Natural
Resources Conservation Service, and all five tribes in
the Upper Peninsula. At least 100 volunteers will be
recruited to be part of the local Rapid Response
Teams that will be established in each Conservation
District in the UP. These teams will have the
expertise to provide early detection and control of
new outbreaks as they are spotted. Each Conservation
District will identify the invasive species that pose the
most significant problem in their own region and
target those species. During the course of the project
there will be several volunteer training opportunities
on invasive species identification and control
measures. The project will also sponsor UP-wide
workshops that will enhance partner communication
and collaboration by allowing partners to share
knowledge, research and experiences they have
gained from the control measures they are
implementing. RRIP-IT-UP will also be collaborating
with the Michigan Natural Features Inventory to enter
invasive species distribution data into the Michigan
Invasive Species Information Network (MISIN)
which will be useful in helping direct strategic control
efforts. Through education and collaboration, the
RRIP-IT-UP partners hope to make significant
progress in controlling and preventing the spread of
invasive species in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

Michigan RC&D Councils were well represented in
the successful grant recipients with awards also going
to the Huron Pines RC&D Council for work on Silver
Creek, and to Conservation Resource Alliance for
improving habitat and restoring connectivity along
tributaries to the Upper Manistee River.

www.uprcd.org




Superior Shores Trail Project
Partners are working to develop a safe pathway from
Brimley State Park to Point Iroquois Lighthouse. The
nine mile pathway will provide a safe non-motorized
pathway for all season traffic to bring people back to the
wilderness and will promote health, fitness, and outdoor
activities. The group is receiving assistance from Barbara
Jameson of the Rivers, Trails, and Conservation
Assistance (RCTA) Program—the community assistance
arm of the National Park Service (NPS). RCTA will be
hiring an NPS student intern for a full-time summer
position who will compile resource information and
maps, and help with a public engagement process to
determine community support goals and priorities for the

trail.
T

Point Iroquois Lighthouse

UP RC&D Council Sponsors Invasive
Plants Training Opportunities

The UP RC&D Council recently sponsored Invasive
Plant Workshops in three locations across the Upper
Peninsula. The title of the workshop was “Let’s Go
RRIP-IT-UP: A Workshop on Invasive Plants, How to
Recognize, and Tips to Control”. These “Train-The-
Trainer” workshops were structured to teach
representatives from our partner agencies, organizations,
tribes, and conservation districts about invasive plant
issues so they could take the knowledge they gained
back to the other employees in their agency, students
in their classes, and volunteers in their conservation
districts or other conservation oraanizations. \We were

fortunate to have the expertise of Phyllis Higman,
Senior Conservation Scientist with the Michigan
Natural Features Inventory, lan Shackleford and Ellen
Manderfield, botanists with the Ottawa National Forest,
and Kim Herman, ecologist with the MDNRE Forest
Management Division who each taught different
components of the workshops. The training modules for
each workshop consisted of:

Overview of Invasive Plants-Putting It Into Perspective
~ Identification of Major Invasive Plants in the UP and
Treatment Methods ~ Prioritizing Efforts, Mapping
Infestations, and How to Use the Michigan Invasive
Species Information Network (MISIN)

~ Monitoring & Documenting Treatments

L —

Phyllis Higman (center) talks about strategies for treating Japanese
Knotweed with workshop participants

Several organizations and individuals that attended the
workshops have been dealing with invasive plants on
some level for several years, and for others, this was
their first opportunity to get some much-needed training
on these issues. With approximately 70 people attending
these workshops, it was clear that there is value in
working together to deal with invasive plants across the
UP. Through the RRIP-IT-UP Project, several volunteer
Rapid Response Invasive Plant Teams will be formed.
These teams will provide early detection, expertise in
plant identification, expertise in prioritizing control
efforts, and rapid response activities when new
infestations are discovered. They will also be entering
the locations of invasive plant species into the Michigan
Invasive Species Information Network
(www.misin.msu.edu).




The following groups have shown
their support in our fight against
invasive species in Northeast
Michigan:

CWMA Signatures

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

U.S. Forest Service

USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service

East Tawas

Rogers City

t Agreement Support
—
:
o
g

Tawas Township

€ Au Sable River Property Owners
Association

@ The Nature Conservancy

Resolutions and Letters of
Support

Alpena County

Alcona Township (Alcona County)
Mikado Township (Alcona County)
Curtis Township (Alcona County)
Hawes Township (Alcona County)
Mitchell Township (Alcona
County)

Funding

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Michigan DNRE

U.S. Forest Service

The Nature Conservancy
Private landowners

Cooperative Weed Manag

Huron Pines is a ‘i‘!&a‘ L
501(c)(3) nonprofit “
organization and an equal

opportunity provider working

to conserve the forests, lakes

and streams of Northeast Michigan. We
bring partners together to take a hands-
on approach to conservation problems.

501 Norway Street
Grayling, Michigan 49738
(989) 344-0753 Fax (989) 348-7945

www.huronpines.org
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A Regional Approach

to Increase Impacts

As many of you know, Huron
Pines has been involved with
numerous road/stream crossing
improvement projects over the |
past 37 years. We are the “go
to” organization in Northeast
Michigan for implementing
projects, coordinating agency
and private funding and gaining
the support and involvement
from local road commissions.
With technical advice from our
Resource Advisory Group, we
work with engineers and permit
authorities to ensure that best
practices are being installed and that projects are successfully implemented.
That being said, Huron Pines is always looking for ways to broaden the positive
impact our efforts have on natural resources.

Partners from NRCS and U.S. Fish & Wildlife ser-
vice helped with surveying in preparation for a
road/stream crossing replacement on Silver
Creek.

One way we are increasing our impact is to select multiple projects within a
smaller geographic scope, leading to a higher cumulative impact. By treating
numerous sites within a sub- watershed or stream system the positive impact is
much higher than by simply treating the same number of sites scattered
throughout our service area. Simply put, the two main goals of road/stream
crossing projects are to reduce the amount of polluted sediment entering our
high-quality river systems and to improve passage for fish and other aquatic
animals. In some cases, by targeting these efforts in a specific geographic area
we are able to treat all of the major sources of sediment input while
reconnecting an important system and improving habitat.

For more information on any of our road/stream crossings projects in the Pine
River, North Branch Au Sable, or Silver Creek (Ocqueoc River) watersheds, visit
our website.

11 Volunteer Events in 11 Counties

Our volunteer program kick-off event highlighting shoreline stewardship and
erosion control was a great success. Featuring presentations by Restoration
Project Manager Patrick Ertel and Ecologist Jennifer Muladore, the workshop
on East Twin Lake in Lewiston also included lunch, t-shirts, native plant
giveaways, and more.

Upcoming events will cover stream monitoring, road/stream crossings, land
stewardship, invasive species, and native plants. A detailed schedule is
available on our website or by contacting Jill at (989) 344-0753 ext. 21 or
jil@huronpines.org.
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' Taking a Landscape Approach to Helping Landowners

& 11 counties in Northeast Michigan covering almost 4.3 million acres. This is the
| service area of Huron Pines, with about one-third of that land area in public

4 and streams. Many of the state, national and other protected land areas function as
@ important wildlife habitat areas. Connecting the most ecologically important areas
means working closely with private landowners—wildlife moves and it’s vital that

:_:‘ all cherish about this place. After all, two-thirds of the Northeast Michigan land area
™ is in their hands.

As time goes by, parcels of land get broken into smaller and smaller parcels, resulting in a greater number of landowners. This
makes it harder to sustain wildlife populations and to improve and protect habitat, as more people on smaller plots of land
make for a bigger challenge.

The approach of targeting landowners around Pigeon River Country is something we’re now bringing to the rest of our service
area. Through the mapping of soils, forests, streams, land cover, and other information, along with land development patterns,
we’re looking at those unique and high quality lands in our service area, with the idea of targeting our efforts to those
landowners where our help is needed most. These areas often end up being the wildlife corridors important for moving species
from one area to another.

We'll still answer questions from any landowner, but we’ll be focusing our efforts our efforts (and our time and dollars to help
private landowners) right where they’ll have the most impact. To learn more about the program and see what’s going on, feel
free to give us a call or even set up a time to stop by the office and see what’s being produced. The map work is incredible and
Huron Pines thanks Steve Rodock from NRCS for all his efforts to help map these high value wildlife areas in Northeast
Michigan.

Small Dams

From generating electricity to blocking fish passage, the impacts of dams are varied ‘~ ;
and complex. Other impacts on a river include the blockage of natural sediment '
flow, the warming of impounded water, changes from a ‘stream’ to ‘lake’
ecosystem, and eutrophication, which can lead to a decrease in dissolved oxygen
and poorer water quality. Of increasing concern is that most dams have a 50-year
lifespan and by the year 2020, 80% of the dams in Michigan will be older than their
intended lifespan. If they are not strategically managed, dam failure could wreak
havoc on the natural resources of Michigan.

Huron Pines will be conducting inventories in small coastal watersheds that drain
directly into Lake Huron, through a grant from Michigan Department of Natural
Resources and Environment. In addition, barriers in the Au Sable River watershed

will be inventoried through a cooperative agreement with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Volunteers take mé.asurements on a dam that
Service (USFWS). In collaboration with both agencies, an inventory form and may be removed.

parameters have been developed and field-tested for collecting the first level of

data about small dams. With that data, decisions can be made about which dams need to be addressed.

From another USFWS grant, funds will be spent on a workshop in which resource professionals will be teaching and learning
from each other, because dam removal is a relatively recent issue in our area. Presentations will include sediment
management, state regulations, instream stability, and aquatic organism passage. The workshop will close with a day in the
field, where emphasis will be placed on putting the inventory form to use and discussing practical restoration techniques.
Taking the lessons learned from the workshop, a guidebook to treating small dams will be developed, focusing on the things to
consider when developing a restoration plan for a particular dam removal project.

www.huronpines.org
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TIMBERLAND RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT AREA COUNCIL, INC.

Serving Clinton, Ingham, lonia, Kent, Mecosta, Montcalm, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana & Ottawa Counties

Timberland RC&D Area Council, Inc.
3260 Eagle Park Drive NE, Suite 109
Grand Rapids, Ml 49525

P: 616-942-4111
Ext. 157
F: 616-940-1403

Web: www.natureandpeople.org
President: Jack Enderle

White River Watershed Partnership

The White River flows 120 miles through west
central Michigan to Lake Michigan. Its watershed
covers 344,000 acres. The White River is a major
natural asset in Muskegon, Oceana and Newaygo
counties and subject to development pressures that
bring increased human presence, building, houses
and commercial activities. Without an active interest
taken in conserving this natural resource the risk of
losing its natural beauty and value would have been
great. In the early 1990’s a group of concerned
citizens started working together and in time formed
the White River Watershed Partnership. This
partnership included many organizations including
Timberland RC&D, Alcoa Foundation, Community

Foundation of Muskegon, Fremont Area
Foundation, Lake Michigan Federation, Grand
Valley State University and many other

environmental organizations.

May 2010

One of the major accomplishments of the
Partnership was a scientific baseline assessment of
the White River system and all of its natural assets
conducted by Grand Valley State University and
Annis Water Resources Institute. The assessment
included the development of a comprehensive
White River atlas that provides maps of critical
habitats, soils, hydrology, stability measures,

erosion control and watershed topography. This
type of comprehensive overview of the entire
watershed and river system was not previously
available.

In addition to the scientific work, the three
Conservation Districts involved with the river
worked together to promote greater citizen
awareness of the watershed. Efforts included
public meetings, the development of White River
watershed literature, and an Adopt-A-Stream
program that structured citizen participation in the
monitoring of the river’s water quality.



www.natureandpeople.org

Additional accomplishments  included  the
development of classroom learning units on the
White River that have been used by hundreds of
school students who live in the watershed area. The
river and its watershed also got a strong advocate
with the formation of a nonprofit organization called
the White River Watershed Partnership, which holds
responsibility for the long term interest of the river
system.

Much as been accomplished with the installation of
conservation practices. Starting in 1998 over 7,000
feet of stream improvements have been installed,
this includes erosion control of stream banks as well
as improvement of fish habitat. Buffer strips and
upland wildlife habitat have been installed. Some of
the more recent improvement includes stream access
and walkways, some of which are designed for
handicapped persons. Outdoor classrooms and a
shelter in the City of White Cloud have been
completed.

e Land Use ¢ Agriculture
* Sustainable Development ¢
* Recreation & Tourism *

* Conservation, Protection,
& Wise Use Of
Natural Resources ¢
* Water Quality °

With public input from local citizens, interested organizations, and
governments, the Timberland RC&D’s mission is to provide regional
leadership and assistance for area citizens cooperating to conserve,
enhance, improve, properly develop and sensibly use our natural and
human resources. The Timberland RC&D Area Council is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

The White River Watershed Partnership has
completed a long-range plan which will keep the
group busy and very active for many years. Our
hats are off to this group of fine concerned
citizens for the work they are doing. If you want
to learn more, you can visit the White River
Watershed Partnership website at
WWW.WIwWp.org.

New Coordinator at Timberland
RC&D Council

Growing up in Stockbridge, Michigan, Kristian
Williams developed a love for the environment
and working with others. She decided to turn that
love into a career with a degree in Natural
Resources Management from Grand Valley State
University. Kiristian has a diverse range of work
experience and is excited to bring her ideas to her
new position as a Coordinator. As an NRCS
employee since 2003, she has been able to help
many people with conservation planning and
education. Whether it’s utilizing her people skills
honed from her time spent as a docent or her
hours in the field working with clients; Kristian is
dedicated to educating and assisting people in
conservation and the environment.

Visit our website
to learn more:

natureandpeople.org
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‘ Saginaw Bay RC&D Area Inc.

Serving Arenac, Bay, Clare, Genesee, Gladwin,
Gratiot, Huron, Isabella, Lapeer, Livingston,
Midland, Saginaw, Sanilac, Shiawassee, &
Tuscola.

Saginaw Bay RC&D Council
4044 South Three Mile Road
Bay City, Ml 48706

P: 989-684-5650
F: 989-684-5896

E-mail: saginawbay@aol.com

Website: www.saginawbayrcd.com

Chairman: Bob Luce
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The Saginaw Bay RC&D Annual Meeting that was
held on Thursday, February 25, 2010 was a huge
success. With over forty five people in attendance
the meeting included partner reports, elections,
speakers, and awards. We would like to
Congratulate the “2009” Award Recipients and also
the new Secretary/Treasurer.

Organization/Sponsor of the Year
Huron Conservation District for their work on the Pigeon and
Pinnebog

Project of the Year
Village of Chesaning for the Chesaning Dam Project

Annual Meeting continued...

At this year’s annual meeting an election was held
for the position of Secretary/Treasurer. Bill
Walters from Sanilac County was elected.
Welcome aboard Bill, we look forward to having
you on our Board.

A big Thank You to all of you that
attended.

Don’t forget to mark your calendar’s for our
Summer Meeting which will be held on
Thursday, August 26, 2010.

Tall Ship Celebration / DEW Trailer

Saginaw Bay RC&D Area Inc has been asked to bring
the 42’ Discovering and Exploring Our Watershed
Trailer to the Green Village at the Tall Ship
Celebration in downtown Bay City, July 15™ - 18™.

The Green Village will highlight developments in
alternative and renewable energies that are fueling
an economic resurgence for Bay City, the Great Lakes
Bay Region and the State of Michigan.

In addition, many non-profit partners will offer
interactive experiences that will get your hands wet
and your mind engaged about the Saginaw Bay
Watershed. You'll leave the Village with a better

Our Mission: The Saginaw Bay RC&D Area Inc. Mission is to Provide Technical Advice and Leadership
to Community Partners to Help Them Meet Conservation and Development Goals.




Tall Ship Celebration / DEW Trailer

(continued)
understanding of the importance of fresh water
conservation and some practical ways that you
can make a difference.

With over 100,000 people to attend, we hope
you and your family can visit this family fun,
three and a half day Celebration July 15® - July
18%,

Potential Opportunity

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI)

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is investing
$8.9 million in conservation technical and
financial assistance available to Michigan
landowners as part of President Obama’s Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative. The funds will be
targeted to priority areas that will most benefit
the Great Lakes water and wildlife resources,
including several priority watersheds within the
Saginaw Bay basin.

“The USDA Nature Resources Conservation
Service is pleased to have a role in this initiative
to protect the important natural resources of the
Great Lakes. NRCS will be focusing its efforts on
addressing non-point source pollution, farmland
preservation and critical habitats with
Michigan,” said Salvador Salinas, NRCS acting
state conservationist.

The Saginaw Bay Watershed’s main focus is
AuGres and Rifle located in Arenac, Ogemaw,
and losco counties, along with Pigeon,
Pinnebog, and Wiscoggin, which are located in
Huron, Tuscola, and Bay counties, and
Shiawassee, located in Saginaw and Shiawassee
counties.

Look for maps of the areas eligible for GLRI
funding and eligible practices which will be
posted on the NRCS-Michigan Web site at
www.mi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/glri.html.
Information is also available at local NRCS and
conservation offices.

Look for more of the Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative updates in coming issues of this
newsletter.

Current Projects

Kearsley Park
The Saginaw Bay RC&D has worked with the Flint
Parks and Recreation Department to address
erosion on Gilkey Creek which is dangerously
close to a walking path in the park. The Flint
Parks and Recreation Department had raised
$16,000 between a grant from the Mott
Foundation and also different fundraising efforts.
The work was done by using gabion mattresses
to lessen people movement of rock. See the
pictures below.

Before work was complete:

More work is still underway. During a recent
inventory of the sites, it revealed that sixteen will
need to be restored.

Our Vision: Enhance Quality of Life in the Saginaw Bay Watershed by Maintaining a Sustainable Natural

Resource Base for Future Generations.













Agricultural Water Enhancement Program for 2010
Potawatomi Resource Conservation & Development Council, the
Michigan Association of Conservation Districts (MACD) and a
host of additional partnering entities are excited to announce that
the Kalamazoo, Black and St. Joseph River Watersheds in
Michigan and Indiana will receive targeted funding for water
conservation and water quality improvements on agricultural
working lands within the watersheds. This is the 2nd year in a row
that these watersheds will receive funding! The funding was made
available through the United States Department of Agriculture
through the Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP).
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has more than $3.4 million in
financial assistance available. Agricultural producers in southwest
Michigan and northeast Indiana can begin signing up for AWEP
between April 26 and June 11. AWEP promotes ground and
surface water conservation and improves water quality by helping
farmers and ranchers implement agricultural water enhancement
activities. Michigan Conservation Districts, as the local providers
of natural resource services to private landowners, are
encouraging eligible individuals to take part in this program that
offers funds to producers who implement conservation practices
that improve water conservation and water quality. Eligible
producers can apply for the financial assistance at their local
USDA Service Center. Agricultural producers can receive 75
percent of the estimated cost for implementing designated
conservation measures. Socially disadvantaged, historically
underserved, and beginning farmers may be eligible for a higher
level of financial assistance. The St. Joseph River, Black River,
and Kalamazoo River watersheds in Michigan include Branch,
Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph and Van Buren counties
and portions of Allegan, Barry, Berrien, Eaton, Hillsdale, Jackson,
Kent and Ottawa counties. Landowners can obtain funding
through AWEP for several types of projects, including, but not
limited to: elrrigation system improvement or irrigation efficiency
enhancement; sWindbreak and shelterbelt establishment; « Native
grass, wildflower and cover crop planting; ¢ Grade stabilization
structures and grassed waterways; and other selected activities to
help achieve water quality or water conservation benefits on
agricultural land. The SW Michigan AWEP partnership secured
the AWEP funding for agricultural producers by submitting a
successful partnership proposal in 2009. Additional information,
including a map showing the area eligible for AWEP financial
assistance and a listing of USDA Service Centers, can be found at
Www.mi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/egip.html.

2010 Michigan Family Farms Conference - “Holding on to
Good Food, Good Families, Good Farms” was the theme for the
7th annual Michigan Family Farms Conference held on Saturday,
January 16, 2010 at Lakeview High School in Battle Creek. A
very diverse group of over 400 local agricultural producers
attended the conference to learn how small, family farms are
shaping Michigan’s diverse agricultural future and to discuss
challenges and growth opportunities for these growing farms. It’s
amazing, in spite of tough economic times around the state and
country, agriculture is growing in Michigan! The scopes and sizes
of farms, the diversity of farmers and products and the booming
local food scene are all part of our state’s expanding agricultural
landscape, and there is great opportunity for growth and success
for those who want to make a difference, and a profit, growing
food. WOW, what a line up! Corey Flournoy, the first ever non-
rural, African-American National FFA President from 1994-1995,
was this year’s keynote speaker and shared his experiences and
his mission to help youth and adults seek, discover and capitalize
on the creative elements of success within to make a positive
contribution to our world. In addition to Corey’s amazing
presentation the lineup of session topics was as diverse as the
agricultural products grown in Michigan and included sessions on:
Small-scale Farmer Opportunities with Bioenergy; the Top 5
Things Families Do to Break up Their Business; Increasing Your
Markets Using Michigan MarketMaker; Successful Organic
Specialty Crop Production; Planning for the Agricultural Water
Enhancement Program (AWEP) ; Determining which Farmers
Market is Right for Me; The Economics of Grass-based Dairy
Operations and many more! Special youth activities focused on
agriculture, too, make this family farms conference truly a family
event. Potawatomi Resource Conservation & Development
Council provided generous financial and planning support for the
conference as an integral part of our Community Supported
Agriculture and Outreach Programs. Other very important
partners and sponsors included: the W.K. Kellogg Foundation,
USDA Rural Development (RD), USDA Risk Management
Agency (RMA), Farm Research Cooperative, Michigan Food &
Farming Systems (MIFFS), USDA Farm Services Agency (FSA),
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the C.S.
Mott Professor of Sustainable Agriculture at Michigan State
University, the Michigan office of the National Agricultural
Statistics Service, the Eastern Market Corporation and the
Calhoun Conservation District. This conference was a great
opportunity for small and limited resource farmers to connect with
other growers and great resources, network, and learn about small-
scale sustainable and local production.

¢ Community Supported
Agriculture

* Sustainable
Development e

* Alternative Energy °

With public input from local citizens, interested organizations, and
governments, the Potawatomi RC&D’s mission is to assist local communities
and the public to improve their standard of living and achieve sustainable
economic development through the sound utilization, conservation, and/or
protection of our area’s natural resources. The Potawatomi RC&D is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

sConservation,
Protection,
& Wise Use Of
Natural Resources ¢

s Water Quality *
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Southeast Michigan

Resource Conservation
& Development Council

Serving Lenawee, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw, & Wayne Counties

Southeast Michigan RC&D Council P: 734-761-6722 E-mail: brownmo@msu.edu
203 Jackson Road F: 734-662-1686 Web: www.semircd.org
Ann Arbor MI 48103-9506 Chairman: Morse Brown
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OVER $60K IN USDA FOREST
NEW $50K SERVICE FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR
COMMUNITY | SOUTHEAST MI BIOMASS PROJECT

WOOD USE _ _ S
GRANT Fuel costs continue to be a major challenge in Michigan.

Most of the fuels used in the state are imported — 100%
AVAILABLE of the coal, 96% of the oil, and 75% of the natural gas
— at a cost of $18 billion each year to our local
economy. At the same time, manufacturing and urban
forestry activities create excess wood residues in need of
] ) ) ) ] costly disposal. One 2005 study of wood waste
Under increasingly tight budgets, both public and private generation in southeastern Michigan found that the
tree care operations struggle with the costs of removing, 2,600 companies interviewed paid nearly $9 million

handling, and disposing of wood from urban forest | each year to dispose of wood, with over a fourth of the
management activities. The Southeast Michigan RC&D | material ending up in landfills.

Council is currently accepting proposals from
communities or organizations interested in serving as a | |p response,  the
pilot facility for a large-scale urban wood use | sgutheast Michigan
demonstration and training program. RC&D Council is
) ) ) ) now offering a
The project aims to create a model for innovative wood | ¢62 600 grant for
recycling that conserves resources, reduces costs for public | the installation of a
tree care, creates new sustainable products, and develops | \yood boiler system.
partnerships between the public and private sector. The | This  grant is
program also should generate important data collection | intended to create a
and educational opportunities that may inform future | gyccessful biomass

urban forest management decisions across the region. A energy demonstration project focused on the use of
single $50,000 grant will be awarded to the selected | \ood residues from urban tree removals and/or other

community or land management organization. Proposals | ¢jean urban “waste” wood sources. The grant is targeted
should be submitted by June 21, 2010 to be considered. toward public facilities or other high-profile sites.

The complete request for proposals is available online: | The complete request for proposals is available online:
http://semircd.org/ash/news/CommunityWoodDemoRFP0510.pdf. http://semircd.ora/ash/news/woodeneragyRFP0610.pdf

Resource Protection The Southeast Michigan Resource Conservation and Development Council’s mission is Visit our website
Economic Development to help the people of Southeast Michigan take better care of their natural resources; to learn more:
Conservation better utilize the services of local, state, and federal agencies;
and improve their community's economy, environment, and quality of life. WWW_semircd_org

Making things happen. The Southeast Michigan RC&D is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




COUNCIL LEADS RC&Ds COLLABORATE ON WOOD

EEFORT TO DEVELOP PELLET INDUSTRY SUPPORT
i NEW TREE CARE
“ STANDARDS Wood pellets are a densified fuel made from sawdust and
waste wood from other industries. Using only a

o o ) pressure-treatment process, ground wood fibers can be
The Southeast Michigan RC&D Council is heading up a | transformed into an extremely efficient fuel source.
USDA Forest Service-funded program to encourage the | michigan currently has nine wood pellet manufacturers,
highest possible use of downed trees from urban areas. | with the industry expanding in recent years due to the
Working together with partners in Illinois and Wisconsin, growing interest in renewable energy around the state.
the Council has brought together a group of arborists, wood | The Potowatomi and Southeast Michigan RC&D
industry members, furniture makers, architects, academics, | councils are now working together with the Michigan
and government officials to create better ways to recover | pepartment of Natural Resources and Environment to
valuable tree residues and to move those into markets like | take a closer look this emerging industry. Through
green building. telephone surveys and site visits, the Council and its
partners have been learning more about the opportunities
This group, the Urban Forest Products Collaborative, held | and challenges facing these small businesses. The team
roundtable meetings in Ann Arbor and Chicago 1o [ plans to develop a training program that addresses issues
brainstorm and develop new ways to promote sustainable | of product quality, marketing, and networking for these

urban wood products. As a result of this program, partners | companies and their industry suppliers later this fall.
are now looking at how two prominent tree care programs

might encourage more arborists to look for better wood
recycling options.

SEE MORE FROM THE SOUTHEAST
Team members have petitioned the National Arbor Day MICHIGAN RC&D COUNCIL
Foundation’s Tree City USA program to include “high-
value wood recovery and use” as a new category in its
Growth Awards system. The Growth Awards offer
recognition for exceptional community forestry efforts and
reward innovative management.

Visit our websites for more about how reclaimed dead
trees can create jobs and produce sustainable energy:

& ) A Utiligation
X Optiowy Project

http://semircd.org/ash

A working group has also formed to examine how better
wood recycling could be incorporated within the Tree Care
Industries Association’s ANSI A300 Standards for Tree
Care Operations. The Tree Care Industries Association’s
standards are recognized by the American National

Standards Institute as the official accepted tree care J Jdil ¥ / f{ JU.org
industry practices nationwide. Having official standards PO g MIRLIE Y

; : ; |
for how arborists can find the “highest and best use” for PSSR AR
their removed trees would be a powerful way to encourage http://urbanwood.org
more wood recovery among TCIA’s over 2,000 member

businesses. MlCHlGANWOOD ENERGY

a smart fuel choice @

The Urban Forest Products Collaborative is tentatively
planning a third roundtable meeting in September 2010 to

. . o . http://michiganwoodenergy.or
continue networking and building partnerships. D d dy.0rd

Funding for the Council’s wood utilization projects comes from the USDA Forest Service Wood Education and Resource Center and from the USDA Federal State
Marketing Improvement Program. Additional technical support is provided by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment.
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